English 2: Global Studies                                                   Name: _____________________
Persepolis: Iranian Revolution Timeline
Directions:  Create a timeline that includes the following events.  You may need to look up when events took place.  You might also use information from the WebQuest and/or Persepolis.


Events leading to and during the the Iranian Revolution:
· Reza Pahlavi Shah (Shah I), with help from the British in exchange for oil, becomes the Shah of Iran- 1935.

· Mohammad Reza Pahlavi Shah (Shah II) becomes the Shah of Iran- 1941.

· Shah II attempts to westernize Iran, alienating the Muslim fundamentalists in his country.

· Iran’s poor population fails to benefit from the westernization and is enraged by the secularization of the government.

· There are widespread demonstrations by anti-Shah protesters, both Communist and Muslim.  

· The Shah’s forces are responsible for a massacre at the Rex Theater- August 1978.

· The demonstrations against the Shah grow and the Shah uses more violence, leading to “Black Friday,” a day when the Shah’s forces killed thousands of protestors- September 1978.

· Shah II is forced to flee Iran and seek asylum, first in Egypt and then in the United States- January 1979.

· Ayatollah Khomeini returns to Iran and assumes control over the government- Feb. 1979.

· The Revolutionary Guard is formed in order to protect the new, Islamic government- May 1979.

· Political prisoners, including many communist protesters, are released from the Shah’s prisons.

· The USA embassy is stormed by students, angered by the USA’s role in supporting the Shah and providing him shelter- November 1979.

· The Ayatollah’s regime begins to enforce Islamic beliefs as law, including the requirement that women wear a veil in public- 1980.

· The Muslim fundamentalists, in order to gain power, fake election results.

· The Muslim fundamentalists begin to eliminate their Communist opposition through assassination, execution, imprisonment, and exile.

· Saddam Hussein, leader of Iraq, invades Iran after Ayatollah Khomeini tries to spread his Islamic Revolution to Iraq, beginning the Iran-Iraq War- September 1980.

· Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei becomes the Supreme Leader of Iran upon the death of Ayatollah Khomeini- 1989
· The Iranian Government violently cracks down on protestors of the Presidential Election, as millions of Iranians believe the results of the election were faked in order to ensure the Ayatollah’s choice for President is re-elected- 2009
